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Bookseller fights for
customers' privacy

Rv I MirHAEL KENNEDY The case arose when a na^
*iorina" sT.mos cotics dclnil was staking out aLOS Angeies nmos suburban DenverDfmvFR - Joyce where agents suspectedameth-

Mf^skis didn't have amphelamine lah was operat-
any warning when ing. As part of the
the five policemen the police routinely cobbed

marchcd inio her office that through the trailer s trash and.
(Hv search warrant in hand, at one point, came across 3Tat
Thev were there to search Ihc tered Cover shippmg envelope,inty wti*. hofi an invoice number
sales records of Meskis' Tat
tered Cover Book Store, a Den
ver Inndmark, as part of an in-

which had an invoice number
on the front-

When police raided the trail-
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ver Inndmark, as part of an in- When police raioeo tne iram
v-tiga.ion into a small-.ime

said vanced Techniques of Pgche-
ihe fiO-vear-okl, whose store is delic and Amphe amine Manu
on' of the lar?(.s( independently facture " by Uncle F«ter and
"^"'•wrt^oJcr'face^^ mL '̂of cjandes,!^^^
't'!;™r'!;?Tnutes. she TtaS. 'f
dine iVcnopcrato. With that, their case by connecting the
ihe battle w?s joined in what trailer owner to the °
has become one of the most books. B"t to
prominent First Amendment they needed to
fases in Ihe United States, Now, Cover s computerized records
[wo vears later the Colorado to match the invoice number..SunrS Cn .r[ is expected to According to an appeals brief
fs" lie an oplni.m this spring filed by Dan Recht. the Tatteredabout whrtCor the police have Cover '"f
tho aulhority to search Ihe lat- to shop aroutid before tney
iprrd Cover's sales rccorils and. could find a ^

BOOKSTORE'S DEFENSE
the University ofWisconsin wa.s
blown up by left-wing radicals.

"1 was horrified," said Krug,
who then began a 30-year cam
paign to protect library circula
tion records. Today, onlyKen
tucky and Hawaii don't have
laws protecting the privacy of
what readers check out from li
braries. She said combing
through charge records hada
similarlyominous tone.

"The thought of a law-en
forcement officer accessing my
charge records and then deter
mining what kind ofperson I
am on the basis of what 1 read
would bother me tremendous
ly," she said. . .

Recht said he is pinning
some hope for success on Ihe
fact that the Colorado Supreme
Court has a history of landing
on the side of individual liber
ties. Hesaid the decision willbe
cutting edge, no matter what
the ruling, because no other
state supreme court has ruled
on the issue. . .

The criminal investigation
that brought about theTattered

' Cover'sinvolvement has takena
back scat to the First Amend
ment case. Only one charge was

' ever filed in the melh lab bust,
' and that was later dropped.

lered Cover's sales rccorils and.
by extension, therecords ofoth
er Colorado bookstores.

The case coukl decide wheth
er booksellers have the right,

willing toapprove a search war
rant for the bookstore. When
thev finally did get one, police
showed up unannounced to go

er booksellers have tne r gni, sm.ww vp
even the resp<msihililv. to keep through the Tattered cover(heir customers-purchases con- files. Meskis.
fidcniial- loanc to-
l.osing that
right, activ-
ists say. "Toclay, Only

Kentucky and
publishers Hawcul clon't havc

JTinT '"and Uiws protecting the
privacy ofwhat

willing to readers check out

''xhedrug- from libraries."
lab investiga
tion was pan 1
of a growing
trend bv law-
enforcement agencies to seek years,

. . .1^ UA#%b- Am^nf

Meskis.
who leans to
ward cardi
gan sweaters
and comfort
able shoes,
remembered,
as she put it,
"trying to
beam
thoughts" for
the police to
slop because
she knew the
case was one
she would
have to fight.
Over the

the First

^mputeTrecoKirfrom book- a^nd
sellers to assist in building a cover publishing books ana
criminal case. The first of these "«^spapers have evolved^t^^
cases occurred in when cover the institutions that selt
indenendent cunsel Kenneth them aswell.
S^arr srooenaed two Washing- The police, for (heir part ^w™taSo™, ,l„nnf his invei no <lilf"Cncc ho.ween abook^
litntion of Monica Lewinsky s store and a hardware store in
affair with then-President Bill searching for and confiscatingSnrTh'it effort was side- records. They simply wanted tobv IewirSy-s agree- link the owner of the trailer
m'nni to conneralc with Starr's with the books found during

ion Ukslores during his inves- no difference between a oook^
litntion of Monica Lewinsky s store and a hardware store in
affair with then-President Bill searching for co^scatmg
ligation ot Monica i,ewin;.Ry»
affair with then-President Bill
Clinton. That effort was side
tracked by I.ewinsky's agree
ment to conperale with Starr's

,1 c,dy on" to

S;°cS?A 'aoLrSilii." people MS? eir owniS; - i.seira„ ilec si„„s about «M.he, ^io„Vf sTms"- held a her job I, lo "-«£= av'ibbic
fund-raiser that took in more to her customers what they re
Se '̂ei"c:rcr'''reB'Sl'%s'l's° '"£kis, .mo„g other |bin6s,
Pulitrer Prize-winning novelist is a recipient of

government eyes.
"I believe in the right to pri-

sion. She has led a numberof
First Amendment fights in Colo-?S„™;d„Sg a-s.^essru,

in tiie freedom to read what one 1994 campaign to stop p
'̂jrn^meri<^n'.TiruK'hSd See BOOKSTORE'S DEFENSE

fhe n^tAmendment sacred." Page 4, col. 1, this section

Continued from Page DI p
posed constitutional amend
ment that would have made it
easier for communities lo label
materials as obscene.

"Wesell anybookthat is con
stitutionally protected." said
Meskis. seated in the homey of
fice of her downtown Denver
store. "Once westart imposing
ourvalue system onyou. thews- i
tomer, we firmly plantour feet
on a slippery slope.'

After the police tried to ex
ecute Ihe search warrant, Recht
arranged for a week's grace pe
riod with the Denver distnct at-
tornev's office, long enough to
file for a temporary restrammg
order lo stop the search arid
bring the case to court. But in
October2000. a Denver distnct
judge ordered thebookstore to
reveal the requested informa
tion about the invoice found in
the trash can, which led to the
staleSupreme Court challenge.

In arguments before that
court in December, Ihc lawyer
for the police. Andrew Nathan,
said that the invoice informa
tion was an essential piece of
evidence needed in the case.
Recht countered that it was not
andthat police had not done ev-
erylhing else in their power to
find out who bought the boolp.

"Our impression is that law
enforcement sees (such search
es)asa new tool andis pushing

Ji

Author Michael Chabon: "I
believe In the freedom lo
read what one chooses. As
a writer, a reader and an
American, 1truly hold the^^
First Amendment sacred."

to useit." Recht said. "From the
book-seller's point ofview, ithas
scary repercussions."

Judith Kr\ig, director of the
officefor intellectual freedom
for the American Library Asso
ciation, likened the Tattered
Cover case to the lime m 1970
when law-enforcement officials
began combing library records
for clues to criminal activity.
Specifically, they were trying to
findout who checkedout books
on bomb-making after a lab at

Titc writer is with the Los An
geles Times.


